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the Creator of such a world as this. The attempt to
do so not only involves absolute contradiction in an
intellectual point of view but exhibits to excess the
revolting spectacle of a Jesuitical defence of moral
enormities.

On this topic I need not add to the illustrations
given of this portion of the subject in my Essay on
Nature. At the stage which our argument has
reached there is none of this moral perplexity. Grant
that creative power was limited by conditions the
nature and extent of which are wholly unknown to us,
and the goodness and justice of the Creator may be
all that the most pious believe; and all in the work
that conflicts with those moral attributes may be the
fault of the conditions which left to the Creator only
a choice of evils.

It is, however, one question whether any given
conclusion is consistent with known facts, and another
whether there is evidence to prove it: and if we have
no means for judging of the design but from the work
actually produced, it is a somewhat hazardous specu-
lation to suppose that the work designed was of a
different quality from the result realized. Still, though
the ground is unsafe we may, with due caution,
journey a certain distance on it. Some parts of the
order of nature give much more indication of con-
"trivance than others; many, it is not too much to
say, give no sign of it at all. The signs of con-